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The Things Around Us
Composed, Written, and Performed by:  

Ahamefule J. Oluo
 

Produced by:  
Roya Amirsoleymani

The Things Around Us is a collection of seemingly unrelated stories 
and anecdotes that swirl and dance with an immersive, live 

musical score created through electronically looped and effected 
trumpet, clarinet, and everyday objects. Known for their epic 

stage shows with autobiographical stories and large ensembles, 
Oluo inverts the formula with stories about other people, other 
places, and other times set to intimate solo soundscapes that 
seem to emerge from thin air—a reflection of, and a necessity 

caused by, the forced isolation of the pandemic. Darkly 
humorous, uplifting and bleak, deep and silly, this work is about 

trying and failing to find order in chaos.

Performance is 90 minutes no intermission 

 



Ahamefule J. Oluo (they/them) is a multi-instrumentalist, composer, writer, 
comedian, and creator of live performance. They were a founder of award-
winning experimental jazz quartet Industrial Revelation, Mellon Creative 
Research Fellow, Creative Capital awardee, MAP Fund awardee, and Artist 
Trust Arts Innovator awardee. Oluo premiered the critically acclaimed Now 
I’m Fine (2016) and Susan (2020) at The Public Theater’s Under the Radar 
Festival. They have written for television and wrote, scored, and starred 
in the award-winning film Thin Skin (2020); appeared on This American 
Life; and produced albums by comedians Hari Kondabolu and Dwayne 
Kennedy. Oluo’s work has been supported by UTR, On the Boards, PICA, 
Meany Center, The Clarice, STG, Seattle Rep, Intiman, Fusebox, OKC Rep, 
MacDowell, Yaddo, The MAP Fund, and Foundation for Contemporary 
Arts.

Funding Credits:
The Things Around Us is supported by a grant from The MAP Fund. Its 
creative development has been supported through residencies and 
engagements at Yaddo, MacDowell, Portland Institute for Contemporary 
Art (PICA), Seattle Rep, Wa Na Wari, Langston, and a Mellon Creative 
Research Fellowship with UW’s Meany Center for the Performing Arts. Its 
New York City premiere at La MaMa ETC is part of Under the Radar Festival. 
This project was supported, in part, by a Foundation for Contemporary 
Arts Emergency Grant. The Things Around Us premiered on September 6, 
2024 at Portland Institute for Contemporary Art’s Time-Based Art Festival 
in Portland, Oregon. 

Acknowledgements: 
We would like to thank: Lindy West, Penelope and Charley Oluo, Susan 
Oluo, Ijeoma Oluo, Jacque Gbalipre, and Eze Oluo; the Amirsoleymani 
Family; Sarah Murphy and everyone at La MaMa; Mark Russell, Tommy 
Kriegsmann, Sami Pyne, Brian Freeland, and everyone at Under the Radar; 
Wa Na Wari; Langston; UW’s Meany Center; Kaytlin McIntyre, Antonieta 
Carpio, and everyone at Seattle Rep; Erin Boberg Doughton, Kristan 
Kennedy, and everyone at PICA; John Keister; Andrew Schneider; Joseph 
Keckler; Jennifer Zeyl; Josh Rawlings; Rachel Ramseur. 

Accessibility / Content Advisory: This performance includes lighting 
effects, loud volumes, and haze. Earplugs are available at the box office. 
Some strong language. Recommended for ages 13 and up.



Part of Under The Radar, the annual festival of experimental theater.

Under the Radar is the United States’ premier festival of experimental theater 
and performance art. As a long-time New York City-based platform for cutting-
edge work hailing from around the globe. Produced by ArKtype with Festival 
Director Mark Russell, UTR has been reimagined in its 20th annual season as a 
city-wide celebration that incisively speaks to our moment. Rather than being 
tied to a single host institution, Under the Radar’s current iteration is curated 
collaboratively with an array of renowned arts organizations and curators, each 
harnessing the connective nature of the festival format to introduce some of 
the world’s most innovative multidisciplinary voices to wider audiences. The 
2025 edition of UTR will include over 33 distinct programs at 24 theater spaces, 
presenting more than 250 performances in only 16 days from January 4 to 19. 
The depth, breadth and excellence of this year’s festival serves as proof that 
collaboration can power the American theater through this era of existential 
crisis into a reinvigorated future of conjoined artists ready to embrace diversity, 
challenge and reinvention.

Staff Festival Founder + Director:  Mark Russell 
Co-Creative Director/Producer-in-Residence:  Meropi Peponides 
Co-Creative Director/Artist-in-Residence:  Kaneza Schaal 
Festival Producer:  Thomas O. Kriegsmann & Sami Pyne | ArKtype 
Producer, Symposium & Coming Attractions:  Iyvon E. 
Producer, Marketing & Public Programs:  Bryn Herdrich 
Director of Development:  Kendall Masson 
Director of Production:  Brian Freeland 
Marketing and Communications Strategy:  Sapphire Stubbs | general population 
Communications Manager, Copywriting & Strategy: GreenHouse Publicity 
Digital 
Engagement and Social Media Lead:  FAILSPACE 
Press Representation: Blake Zidell & Adriana Leshko | Blake Zidell & Associates 
Website Design: Abigail Browde 
Producing Fellow: Joy Chen 
Dramaturgy Fellow: Anastasia Ellis 
Artist & Presenter Services Fellow: Carolina Hurtado Castro 
Public Programs Fellow: Margot Anderson-Song



A full program with information on this 
production can be found on the  

The Things Around Us
page of the La MaMa website.

In addition you can scan the  
QR code Poster located in the theatre 
lobby for access to the digital program.



La MaMa’s historic, landmark building at 74 East 4th Street underwent an urgently needed complete 
renovation and restoration to preserve the historic façade, create building-wide ADA accessibility, and 
provide much needed performance, exhibition and community space for decades to come.
 
La MaMa, founded by Ellen Stewart in 1961, has been on east 4th Street since 1967. La MaMa 
embraces every person in its community and is legendary as the place where new artists of all nations, 
cultures, races, and identities are given opportunities. It is the place where art begins. 
 
To learn more about the renovation, or to make a donation please visit www.lamama.org/remakeaworld

RESTORE A BUILDING 
REMAKE A WORLD

LA MAMA

Rendering: 74 East 4th St.
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July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024 
LA MAMA GRATEFULLY  
ACKNOWLEDGES THE  
GENEROUS SUPPORT OF:  
 
$100,000+ 
Booth Ferris Foundation* 
Donald Capoccia and  
     Tommie Pegues* 
Doris Duke Foundation 
The Haney Family Charitable Fund 
Wendy vanden Heuvel/ 
     JKW Foundation* 
Howard Gilman Foundation* 
Mellon Foundation 
National Historical Publications   	
     and Records Commission 
New York City Department of 
     Cultural Affairs 
New York State Council on the Arts 
Melina Brown/ Radio Drama 	      	
     Network 
Rockefeller Brothers Fund 
The Shubert Foundation 
Thompson Family Foundation*

$50,000-$99,999 
National Endowment for the Arts 
National Endowment for the    	   	
     Humanities

$50,000-$94,999 (continued)Save 
America’s Treasures/ U.S. National 	
     Park Service/Institute of Museum 	
     and Library Services 
The Jim Henson Foundation 
The Estate of Harold C. Walker

$25,000-$49,999 
The Asian American Foundation 
     Council on Library and     	    	
     Information Resources 
Steven B. Malkenson/ Malkenson 
     Foundation* 
Lise Olney and Timothy W. Fulham 
The Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels    	
     Foundation 
Trust for Mutual Understanding

$10,000-$24,999 
Anonymous 
Villa Albertine/ Albertine Foundation 
Frank Carucci and David Diamond 
Con Edison 
The Gladys Krieble Delmas 
     Foundation 
Mertz Gilmore Foundation 
Matthew Hall/ Goldstein Hall PLLC 
Marta Heflin Foundation 
Wendy vanden Heuvel/ 
     Distracted Globe Foundation 

$10,000-$24,999 (continued) 
Lake Placid Center for the Arts 
Sarah Lederman 
Cosmo Roe/ Goldman Sachs    	     	
     Annual Giving Fund 
Beatrice Snyder Foundation 
The Spingold Foundation 
The SQA Foundation 
Deborah Tolman and Luis Ubiñas 
Candice and Joel Zwick

$5,000-$9,999 
Jody and John Arnhold 
Axe-Houghton Foundation 
Eugene “the poogene” Chai 
Fiordellisi Williams Family  	     	
     Foundation 
Robert Goldberg/ Yorke   	      	
     Construction Company 
The Harkness Foundation  
     for Dance 
Karen Hauser and Warren Leight 
Cheryl L. Henson 
The Hyde and Watson Foundation 
van Itallie Foundation 
The Curtis W. McGraw     	     	
     Foundation 
Estelle Parsons 
Richard Pinner 
Richenthal Foundation

We thank our supporters who are indispensable to La MaMa as we continue to expand 
and strengthen our artistic community. You help make space for artists to create and share 
new stories, present diverse perspectives, and keep us all connected in our 63rd Season! 

			   63rd Season General Operating Support:  
Doris Duke Foundation, Howard Gilman Foundation, Mellon Foundation,  
Radio Drama Network, and The Shubert Foundation

 

Public support provided by: 
National Endowment for the Arts, New York State Council on the Arts with the
support of the Governor, and the New York State Legislature, New York City Department 
of Cultural Affairs, in partnership with the City Council.

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES ART HAPPEN



$5,000-$9,999 (continued) 
The Jerome Robbins Foundation 
Jon and Allison Stockel Charitable 
     Gift Fund 
Liangtee Tue 
United Federation of Teachers, 
     Local 2 AFT

$1,000-$4,499 
Anonymous 
The 1848 Foundation 
Lucy P. Allen and John Rhodes 
Erden Arkan 
Page Ashley 
Christina A. Back 
Winsome Brown and Claude Arpels 
Beyer Blinder Belle Architects & 
     Planners LLP 
Linda Camarasana 
Peggy Chane 
Jacqueline Chu 
Jane and John Comfort 
Mary Crowley 
Frederic Duchac 
Alice and Jon Flint 
Elise Frick and John A. Garraty 
Margaret Fulham 
Laurie Goldberger and Leslie Kogod 
The John Golden Fund 
Mark Hallock* 
Jill Hanekamp 
H.B. Henson Fund/ The Puppet  
     Slam Network 
Buck Henry and Irene Ramp 
     Charitable Trust 
Glenn Hill and Peter Rider 
Humanities New York 
Kim Ima 
O-Lan Jones 
William Kelley and Juan Escobar 
Stephan Kennard and Roger   	    
     Cacchiotti/ Canard Inc. 
Helen Kim-Bordes 
The Lambs Foundation 
Lucille Lortel Foundation 
Wiley McCarthy 
Bridget Bobel McIntyre 
The Ima Miller Foundation 
Mocha Cares Foundation/ 
     Miles Ahead Entertainment     	
     and Broadcasting 
Leslie Morioka 
Mary Mullin and Frederick Lough* 
Carol Ostrow 
Margaret H. Parker 
Mary Parker and Damon Smith 
Christy Pennoyer/ 
     The William C. Bullitt Foundation 
Susan Polese 

$1,000-$4,499 (continued) 
Catherine Porter 
Michael Pressel/ RPO Inc. 
Robertson Foundation 
James E. Reynolds 
The James E. Robison Foundation 
Gerald Rosberg 
Joan A. Rose 
Pierre Rougier 
Sam Rudy 
Wynn Salisch 
Moira Smith/ M&T Bank 
Teal Pond Foundation 
Theatre Development Fund TAP Plus 
Zishan Ugurlu 
Hillary Webb 
Bon Yagi/ T.I.C. Restaurant Group 
Thomas Young

*A very special THANK YOU! to all who contributed to 
La MaMa’s Capital Campaign to restore and rebuild our 
landmark building at 74A East 4th Street 
 
La MaMa is deeply grateful for the support of the Estate 
of Harold C. Walker, and the late beloved James Reynolds. 
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Mary Fulham
Timothy W. Fulham
Matthew Hall
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To receive information regarding upcoming events at  
La MaMa or to make a donation,  please go to lamama.org 

La MaMa, 66 East 4th St., New York, NY  10003

If You Like It, Share It
We want to hear from YOU! 
Search Facebook.com:

La MaMa Experimental Theatre Club

 

 
Follow us on twitter @LAMAMAETC

Follow us on Instagram @LAMAMAETC 
FOR TICKETS

Visit lamama.org Or Call 212-352-3101

COMING SOON

Building My Casa
Jan 23-Feb 2, 2025 

The Downstairs

H.T. Chen & Dancers
Jan 24- 26, 2025 

Ellen Stewart Theatre

La MaMa Kids:  
The Great Zodiac Animal Race

Feb 1-2, 2025 
Community Arts Space

Had Enuf of the Blues: Cabaret on the Verge
Feb 6-9, 2025 

The Club

No Resevation
Feb 6-23, 2025 
The Downstairs

The Barbarians
Feb 14- March 2, 2025 
Ellen Stewart Theatre

NOW PLAYING

SpaceBridge
Jan 7-11, 2025 

Ellen Stewart Theatre 

The Horse of Jenin
Jan 9-12, 2025 

The Club

The Things Around Us
Jan 9-12, 2025 
The Downstairs

In a Grove
Jan 16-19, 2025 

Ellen Stewart Theatre

The Mulberry Tree
Jan 16-19, 2024 

The Club

Seagull Fu*ker
Jan 17 - 19, 2025 
The Downstairs


